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The Gardner family 

 

As you will know by now, coming to Christ’s Kirk, Glenrothes is 

close to being a homecoming for Julie and me.  We are back living in 

Dundee where we met and married.  I studied for my PhD while 

working as a research assistant at the Scottish Crop Research         

Institute, researching various aspects of starch biochemistry.          

Following that, I completed my theology studies at St. Andrews   

University and training in the Church of Scotland.  Once this was 

completed, my first charge was as minister of Flowerhill Parish 

church in Airdrie where I stayed for seven and a half years before being called by St. Andrew’s 

Church of Scotland in Brussels.  We left Belgium on 30th December 2018 to return to Scotland, 

after ministering there for 14 years. 

Julie and I have two grown-up daughters – Bethany, will soon be 22 and is completing her degree 

in Early Childhood Studies at Norland College in Bath, and Karalyn (20) is in her final year of 

studying for a BA in Classics at the University of Exeter. 

Andrew 

Prayer Call 
 

God’s Guidance 

 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.    Proverbs 3: 5 – 6 
 

It’s a good day to be glad and give thanks. 

Heavenly Father we thank you for our new beginnings in our church. 

We thank you for Rev Dr Andrew Gardner you have divinely placed into our lives with love and 

wisdom.  Let him speak instructions into our hearts and circumstances.  Give us the strength and 

courage to follow through with his advice. 

Help us to speak only what will help and encourage others.  To treat each person we meet with  

respect and love, forgiving others and asking for forgiveness for ourselves when needed. 

Fill us with peace in knowing that even if we take a wrong turn your purpose will prevail. 

In Jesus name 

Amen 

Isabelle 



Easter Message from the Minister  

 
Dear Friends, 

As I write this minister's letter- it doesn't seem long ago since Christmas - 

and now, as the new Interim Minister, I am writing to you about Easter.  If 

the emphasis of Christmas is the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ (God 

the Son being born as a human), then Lent and Easter focus on his death and  

resurrection. 

Each of the four gospel writers spend a significant portion of their story of 

Jesus' ministry, focusing on his death and resurrection.  In the light of how they read the Old Testament and 

their belief that God's promise of a Messiah had been fulfilled in Him, the first generation of Jesus'         

followers believed certain things about his death and resurrection.  As a result, their views became          

divergent from those who worshipped in the synagogues and they had to leave; thus followers of Christ  

became a movement in their own right.  We know that the apostle Paul and his co-workers took the gospel 

of Christ to the gentiles and soon the message of the gospel spread. 

What do Christians believe about Jesus' death?  They believe that Jesus of Nazareth's death was no ordinary 

Roman crucifixion.  The Jewish leadership and the Roman authorities set Jesus up to be crucified as a    

common criminal, although he had committed no crime - yet ultimately it was God the Father in his    

providence who had his incarnate Son to the cross for a purpose.  The sacrificial system that God put in 

place in the Old Testament scriptures, which provided a means of forgiveness and reconciliation between 

God and his people is the meaningful context of the brutal death of Jesus of Nazareth.  From the earliest 

days after the Crucifixion, Jesus' followers saw his death as the ultimate sacrifice.  It was God's special 

means of bridging the rift in relationship between God and humanity.  Secondly, his followers understood 

that they shared in Jesus' suffering and death, foretold in the Old Testament by the prophets, and that the 

Lord Jesus Christ shared in their suffering and death. 

Just as Christians believed that Jesus' death was no ordinary historic happening, so the events that unfolded 

were also extraordinary.  Some women, followers of Jesus, went to his tomb early on the Sunday morning.  

As was the custom, they had gone to embalm Jesus' body with a mixture of spices, but they do not find his 

corpse in the burial tomb.  Instead, they discover the stone had been rolled away from the entrance and 

Mary Magdalene has a conversation with someone who she thinks is the gardener.  Afraid yet filled with 

joy, she discovers that she is speaking to her Lord and Master, who is not dead but risen from the grave. 

The gospels describe further resurrection appearances of Jesus both in Jerusalem and Galilee, before he  

ascends to be with his Heavenly Father. 

Like his death on the Cross, Jesus shares the glory of his resurrection inheritance with us.  In Christ we are 

offered a share in his resurrection life in heaven, with Him and with all those whom he has called to faith in 

him.  His love for us and the resurrection life that he offers the believer, stretches the infinite breadth of  

eternity, 

Wishing you every blessing over Lent and Easter, 

Your minister and friend, 

Andrew 

Lent Services 

 

After an absence of a few years the Lent Studies will begin again with the first one being held in 

the church hall on 10th March at 7pm and continuing every Sunday evening at 7pm until 14th April. 

(see last page for details) 

Guild 
 

The Guild are holding a Daffodil Tea on Monday 18th March at 2pm. Tickets 

cost £3.50 and the monies raised will be used to support Guild projects. 

 

On 1st April Sandra Collins will speak about the origins of Nursery Rhymes. 



A Humourous Easter Tale 

The old minister lay dying. He sent a message for his lawyer and an Inland Revenue manager to come 

to the hospital. 

When they arrived, they were ushered into his room. As they entered the room, the minister held out 

his hands and motioned for them to sit, one on each side of the bed. The minister grasped their 

hands, sighed contentedly, smiled and stared at the ceiling. For a time, no one said anything. 

Both the tax-man and lawyer were touched and flattered that the old man would ask them to be with 

him during his final moments. They were also puzzled because the minister had never given any      

indication that he particularly liked either one of them. 

Finally, the lawyer asked, "Minister, why did you ask the two of us to come here?"   

 

The old man mustered all his strength then said weakly, 

 

"Jesus died between two thieves and that’s how I’d like to go." 
Author unknown 

Holy Week Services  

 

On Monday 15th April there will be a joint service conducted by the Kirk Session and the Guild.  A  

Communion service will be held on Maundy Thursday, 18thApril and on Good Friday the minister 

will  conduct a service in the evening.  All services will start at 7pm. 

 

In addition, on Good Friday, the Walk of Witness will depart from the church. Details of times 

will be posted on the website when available. 

 

On Easter Sunday there will be a lunch of soup and pudding after the service. Tickets are priced at 

£5 and will be available shortly. 

Fabric 
 
The new Fabric Committee has been recently attending to an urgent roof repair above the hall and 

also had to hire a tree surgeon to deal with dangerous trees in the church garden.  The cost was 

approx. £750.  Repairs are now pending for the church toilets and a few other bits and bobs and a 

big one for the church roof. 

The Fabric Committee are appointed by the Kirk Session to look after our buildings on behalf of 

all members of the congregation and are responsible to keep the church, the hall and the manse in 

good condition, as one does for one's own house. Some of the up-dates and repairs needed are 

fairly big, some small. This is why we need the names of tradesmen you yourself would             

recommend, especially joiners and electricians. 

 

So please contact either Ron Page or Shaun Jackson with your recommendations. 

 

The best mathematical equation ever:    

1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given. 

 

 

 

Challenges are what makes life interesting and overcoming them is what makes life meaningful. 
             J. J. Marine 



Finance 

 As we start a new financial year I felt it would be good for you all to see how we ended the last 

year before the audited accounts are provided in March.  We ended with a slightly better balance 

in the general account than we had at the start of the year.  This is thanks to us being able to let the 

manse during the vacancy and our reduced Ministries and Mission Contributions for the same   

period. 

     1/1/18  31/12/18 

 

 General account  £4,051.25  £8,834.24 

 Café account  £8,000.00  £8,000.00 

 Future Fund  £     93.51  £     93.51 

 

During the coming year our basic monthly outgoings are as noted below together with our income 

for January. 

On a monthly basis we need to pay:  Income January 2019 

 Ministry & Mission £2677.20  Open Plate  £299.59 

 Gardener   £    93.50  WFO   £684.20 

 Cleaner   £  192.00  WFO S/O  £777.00 

 Church Gas/Elec  £  353.54  Hall lets  £230.00 

 Church Phone/Int £    70.00  Fundraising £160.00 

 Organist   £  230.00  Manse Rental    £1000.00 

 Insurance   £  165.29        

 Total    £3781.53               £3150.79  

 

These figures do not include any of our ongoing repair and maintenance or other associated costs 

with having a minister.  The manse rental could end at any time and there could be delays in     

getting other tenants so we should not look at this income as guaranteed.  In an ideal world it 

would be lovely if our monthly income exceeded our expenses but unfortunately at this moment in 

time this is not the case.  I would ask if we could all look at what we are able to give to support 

the church financially, and if you would consider donating by standing order on a monthly    

basis?  I would also like to remind everyone that they can increase their current giving by signing 

up for Gift Aid which allows us to reclaim 25p in every £1 if you are a UK tax payer, without you 

having to give any more than you currently do.  Alternatively if you were able to help or support 

the fundraising events this could make a difference to our monthly deficit/surplus. (How optimistic 

am I by putting in surplus!!!) 

We are very fortunate to be starting this year with the guidance and spiritual leadership of our new 

Interim Minister Rev Dr Andrew Gardner.  Together with his help and the love of God I am sure 

that we can work together to make the best possible future for our church. 
Rose Bowie 

Treasurer 

Fundraising 

 
It was encouraging to see a good turn-out for the January and February coffee mornings 

and hopefully that will continue over the coming months. The March coffee morning is 

next Saturday 9thMarch, from 10am – 12noon and will continue on the second Saturday 

of every month throughout the year. 

There will also be a lunch of soup and pudding in the Jim Cumming hall on Easter     

Sunday after the service.  Tickets are priced at £5. 

As you can see from the Finance report above we need to increase our income and fundraising plays a very 

important role in that task.  Your support is vital at any event being staged.  Please play your part in      

increasing our income by attending as many fundraisers as possible. 

If anyone has an idea or wishes to stage a fundraising event please speak to an elder and it will be          

considered. 



Frazer Crabb 
 

Frazer along with two classmates from Auchmuty High School joined the  

Quadcopter (Drone) club.  The challenge was to build their own drone, do a 

presentation of their engineering skills then pilot the drone through obstacle 

courses.  His two classmates were navigators while Frazer  piloted.  They 

won the Inter-schools competition (Scotland) beating their nearest rivals by 

a very impressive I minute 46 seconds.  This qualified them for the         

National Finals in England at Birmingham Town Hall. 

The competition was sponsored by Raytheon who very kindly paid flights 

for the boys and their teacher to participate in the competition. 

After a very early start (4am) the boys had a very enjoyable experience 

gaining a worthy third place. 

Congratulations to all! 

GROW 

 
It’s been a busy last few months for Oskar in schools, in churches and with Scripture Union. 

Oskar and the chaplaincy team delivered assemblies in Auchmuty High 

School after similar occasions in Glenwood and Glenrothes.  The assemblies, 

focusing on love and our God given need for connection and relationships, 

explored the popularity of Love Island (without advocating the programme), 

and highlighted the work of Tearfund whilst also looking at two key verses 

from Genesis 1 & 2.  The weekly drop-in sessions continue in all three High 

Schools with the Glenwood group handing out 142 doughnuts with coffee on 

8th February at a promotional event!  In November and December, the second of our Gener8 

courses ran in Glenwood High School with S3 pupils.  Gener8 is an environment for pupils to 

meet with those from an older generation and discuss various intergenerational topics and has   

provided a unique opportunity to build relationships.  The SU group is also healthy in Pitcoudie 

Primary School and we are looking for a volunteer – so if you are interested please contact Oskar. 

In November Glenrothes Baptist Church played host to the first GROW Movie Night – popcorn, 

fellowship and the film “Soul Surfer,” the true story of a teenager who lost one of her arms in a 

shark attack but whose faith and courage continue to inspire many.  The planning for another event 

in April is underway. 

At the end of January, Oskar was one of the leadership team at the SU Fife, Perth and Kinross 

weekend where over 100 spent the weekend looking at the theme of the Banquet of Jesus.  Several 

young folk from Glenrothes attended and in addition to Oskar there were 3 additional leader     

volunteers from the area.  All GROW team members have details of the SU summer camp        

programme, so please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you know of young people who may be    

interested. 

Oskar can be contacted at youthworker@grow-trust.co.uk 

Chris Hay 

 

In a world full of people who couldn't care less, be someone who cares more. 
~Author Unknown ~ 

 

Christian Aid 

This year Christian Aid week will be from 12th – 18th May.  A few members of Christ’s Kirk will 

be taking part in the annual sponsored walk over the Forth Road Bridge on 11th May 2019 from 

2pm.  Please support them by filling in their sponsor form. 



Glenrothes & District Churches Together 

 
Some snippets from the meeting held on 13th February at the Salvation Army hall – representatives from all 

the local churches attended, but there is a plea for more new members to ensure the continuation of such a 

worthwhile ecumenical group. 

To recruit new members, it was agreed to hold a concert in Spring or Harvest time in which each church 

should participate. Suggestions from our congregation are most welcome – e.g. a musical item, a short 

sketch??? 

Sleep in the Park (December 2018) raised £7million, an increase from last year. This may be the last 

sleep out. 

Carol Singing in Kingdom Centre raised £150 for the work of the “Y” 

A well-attended service for Christian Unity was held in St Luke's Church on 20th January 

Oberammergau 2020 – anyone interested in attending? 

The Walk of Witness will take place again on Good Friday with everyone ending up at a service in St. 

Columba's Church. Those taking part from North Glenrothes start from Christ's Kirk. * 

 

Dates for your diary: 

10th March - Lent Studies begin at Christ's Kirk 

15th March - Ceilidh in aid of GROW – St Margaret's at 7pm , ticket £8 
 
8th May - Churches Together meet at Christ's Kirk at 7.30 pm.  

Wilma Page 
 
* When details about times are available they will be posted on our website and in the Order of Service.        Editor 

Foodbank   

Donations can be left in the box in the vestibule at the church or delivered direct to Glenrothes 

Foodbank located at Caledonia House, Pentland Park, Glenrothes, KY6 2AL.    

A remarkable lady 

Congratulations to Bella Brown who celebrated her 101st birthday in January this year.  Despite 

her years she still attends church regularly. 

Communion       

The sacrament of Holy Communion will take place on Sunday 26th May 2019 and will be         

conducted by Rev Dr Andrew Gardner.  

Heart & Soul 2019 

Heart & Soul this year takes place as usual in Princes Street Gardens on Sunday 19th May from 

1pm - 6pm.   The theme for this year is “Follow me”. There will be the usual events with         

communal singing with the Heart & Soul band. 

Moderator of the Church of Scotland visits Christ’s Kirk 

 

Early in November 2018, the Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the Right Rev Susan Brown 

was on a visit to Fife and on Saturday 3rdNovember, despite a poor forecast (which turned out be 

an incorrect one)  she took part on a partial walk of the Fife Pilgrim Way accompanied by about 

25 brave souls.  This involved starting from Kinglassie, via Leslie to Markinch.  Christ’s Kirk was 

chosen as the venue for the lunch break and they all stopped off at the church for refreshments. 

After having a cuppa and a sandwich and a wee chat with loads of people she was given a tour of 

the church. She thought the banners were lovely and she was also very interested in the history of 

the glass windows.  After about 45 minutes the group left to make their way to Markinch and    

fortunately the weather held out for them. 



Website 

 
We are continuing to develop the website - a learning curve for Shaun and myself. 

We have introduced a Daily Prayer onto the site. Go to www.christskirk.uk and place the 

cursor over Home and options will appear.  Scroll down and click on Daily Prayer to find the 

prayer for the day.   
Ian Morgan 

NEW MINISTER WARRANTY 

It has come to our attention that the minister you received was shipped with a 

slight defect -- he is not psychic.  Because of this, you must observe certain 

procedures to ensure optimum performance. 

 It is necessary to inform him of any members who are hospitalised.  

 If someone you know is in need of prayer, the minister must be told or 

he won’t know. 

 If you are in need of a pastoral visit, you will get the best results if you 

ask him. 
          www.MinisterHelper.com 



Events 
Annual Review  Sunday 31st March (after morning worship) 
 

Lent studies    Sunday evenings from 10th March at 7.00pm 

    10th March –The parable of the Loving Father 

    17th March – The parable of the Good Samaritan 

    24th March – Dinner at Simon the leper’s (no more) house 

    31st March – Miracle stories 

    7th April – Taxing Tales 

    14th April - Footsteps on the shore 

 

Holy Week Services Monday 15th April at 7pm 

    Thursday 18th April at 7pm 

    Friday 19th April at 7pm 

 

Walk of Witness  Friday 19th April leaving from Christ’s Kirk (check website for times) 

 

Easter Lunch  Sunday 21st April (after morning worship) 

 

Coffee Mornings   Saturday 9th March from 10am – 12noon 

    Saturday13th April from 10am – 12noon  

    Saturday11th May from 10am – 12noon  

    Saturday 8th June from 10am – 12noon 

 

Guild    Monday 4th March at 2pm 

    Monday 18th March – at 2pm  -  Daffodil Tea   

    Monday 1st April at 2pm 

 

Communion   Sunday 26th May at 10.30am 

CONTACTS 

          
Interim Minister  Rev Dr Andrew Gardner   07411989344      revandrewgar@gmail.com  

   

Church        01592 745938     christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com 

 

Session Clerk  Ruth Anderson    07970594033 ruthp.anderson@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer   Rose Bowie      rose.bowie14@gmail.com 

 

Website         www.christskirk.uk 

 

Facebook         Christ’s Kirk  

Newsletter by email 
If you would like to receive future publications of the church newsletter electronically, please send 

an email with your name and home address (your email address will be at the head of your email) along 

with a short notification to the newsletter editor at christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com and we will 

send it to you.   
If anyone would like to join our team, please speak to me or get in touch at the email address above.
                
            Ian Morgan          
            Editor 

Glenrothes Christ’s Kirk, Pitcoudie Avenue, Glenrothes, KY7 6SU 

Glenrothes Christ’s Kirk (Church of Scotland) is a registered charity SC007397 


