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Prayer Call
God of care and compassion we pray for
those who are not at peace with themselves or the world
those who are consumed with hatred and revenge
those who are anxious and fearful
those who are disturbed and distressed.
Bless them with Your love and forgiveness
Your help and healing, and the joy of renewal
and redemption.
Amen

Prayers for others
Please pray for those recently bereaved in the congregation - remember the family and
friends of Barbara Walker who died in December. Pray also for Dave Adamson on the
recent loss of his wife Janet.
Our organist Kyle Kinnear left us after 6 years to begin work after his time at University - give thanks for
his time with us. Remember Gordon Tulloch who has taken over from Kyle.
Give thanks for Oskar Forbes - the GROW worker and the Scripture Union group that he leads at
Pitcoudie Primary school and that Rev Gardner helps with. Pray for our opportunities to do some
classroom work looking at the Easter story.
Pray for the Messy Church event planned for Sunday 1st March 3 - 5pm (see page 5)

Bring to the Lord Thelma Dickie who has been spending a lengthy period in hospital recovering from a
serious fall.
Remember those who are ill in body or mind at this time. Pray for those who are concerned about a
loved one.
Ask that the Lord would bless our services planned for Holy Week and Easter.

Minister’s update
Dear Friends
God is with us at all times in life; the peaks and the troughs and the mundane
parts of life that deal with the treadmill of the daily routine. I want to reflect
about the troughs in this letter.
Last December I attended ‘The Glasgow Gathering’ that celebrated 10 years
since the ‘Place for Hope’ initiative was launched by the Church of Scotland.
‘Place for Hope’ trains practitioners to act as agents of healing and change with faith communities that are
in the midst of conflict. One of the workshops at the Conference considered the theme of 'lament', which
led to reflect upon this theme further. We experience lament when we process our griefs and losses in life.
Grief and loss are part of life from the moment we are born and we lose the comfort of our mother’s womb
and face the harshness of human life. This is the thesis of the book 'A ll of our losses all of our griefs'
which suggests that human beings must come to terms with loss and grief from the cradle to grave (1).
The Bible has a lot to say about grief. The prophet Jeremiah pours out his heart to the Lord in the book of
Lamentations. The book of Psalms reflects on many of life’s experiences. It has a lot to say about different
causes of grief. Psalms that deal with the Psalmist's grief are known as laments.
In Psalms 42/43 the Psalmist has been separated from the community of faith he cherishes. His isolation is
compounded by depression and melancholy. In the Psalm he repeats the refrain ‘Why my soul are you
downcast? Why so disturbed within me?'
In Psalm 13 the Psalmist feels that God has forgotten him in the face of violent circumstances. He begins
with these poignant words. 'How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your
face from me? How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? How
long will my enemy triumph over me'? The Psalmist's situation seems very bleak doesn't it? Perhaps you
have felt like this at some point in your life.
The words of Psalm 55 describe a situation where the Psalmist has been betrayed by a close friend and now
feels surrounded by his enemies. He feels hemmed in by his circumstances and he wants to escape; to fly
away like a bird. The Psalmist writes 'Oh that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at rest - I
would flee far away and stay in the desert; I would hurry to my place of shelter; far from the tempest and
storm' [vs 6 - 8]. Have you ever wanted to escape from a difficult situation?
There are many more examples of lament in the book of Psalms and in each case the Psalmist is facing his
station courageously. He is not ignoring it - nor is he burying the reality of his pain deep within his life.
He is talking about it and the Sovereign God in whom he trusts is big enough to listen. In each case, the
Psalmist is willing to trust in God, in the face of his present circumstances and an uncertain future. God's
character and faithfulness doesn't change and his love for the Psalmist has not diminished. A shaft of God's
light cuts through the darkness.
It is not just the Psalmist and the prophet Jeremiah that lament in difficult circumstances - we find Jesus
weeping over the city of Jerusalem. In Matthew 23: 37 - 39 we find Jesus weeping over Jerusalem's sinful
disposition during his own lifetime, while his grief extends to the city's future destruction by the Romans in
70 AD. Jesus proclaims 'Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you
were not willing. Look, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until
you say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”’ (2).
The Bible does not promise the believer a life devoid of pain and suffering. It is realistic about these
things, it provides us with the tools to face them honestly and reminds the Christian that they have a Father
in Heaven who loves them and together with his eternal Son and the Spirit suffer with us.
Your minister and friend

Andrew

(1) ‘All our Losses all our Griefs All our Losses - Resources in Pastoral Care’ Kenneth R Mitchell &
Herbert Anderson. Westminster John Knox Press 1983
(2) See the parallel passage - Luke 19: 41 - 44

Holy Week Services
On Monday 6th April there will be a service in the church conducted jointly by the Guild and the Kirk Session.
A Communion service will be held on Maundy Thursday, 9th April and on Good Friday the minister will conduct
a service in the evening. All services will start at 7pm.
In addition, on the morning of Good Friday, the Walk of Witness will depart from the church. Anyone can
take part in the walk. Details of times will be posted on the website when available.

Guild News
The Guild had an extended break over the festive season. Sadly, during that period two of our
valued members passed away. Janet Adamson and Barbara Walker had been members for

several years. They will be greatly missed and fondly remembered.
We had the first meeting of 2020 on February 10th. Avril Duncan gave a talk on The Free to Live Trust, of which
she is a co-founder. The charity is concerned with rescuing victims of modern day slavery and human trafficking
from the red light district in Pune, India. It is heartening to learn that much has been achieved in the past five
years, but so much still to do. This charity is a current Guild Project, should you want more information go to:
www.freetolivetrust.org
On March 9th the topic will be: Memories are made of this, and members are asked to bring along any item that
could be associated with our current Guild theme: Companions on the Road.
A speaker from the Castle Furniture Project will be with us on March 23rd.
The meetings start at 2 pm. You do not have to be a member to attend.

If any of the above subjects are of interest to you, come along. You will be most welcome.
Jenny Catlin.

Christian Aid
Step up to the Bridge Cross Challenge 2020!
WANTED - Walkers and sponsors
On Saturday 25th April the Bridge Cross Challenge 2020 takes place – it has done so for more than 40
years having raised over £1.5 million for the world's poorest people. This year the aim is £50,000 to help
all over the world adapt to the climate crisis.
I hope to walk over the Forth Bridge as usual and hope many will join me again.
As well as walkers, sponsors will be urgently needed. The members of Christ's Kirk have been very
generous in the past and I hope we can rely on them again this year.
Anyone unable to take part in the Forth Bridge Cross may wish to do either the Tay Bridge or Erskine
Bridge Cross.
For more information and sponsor forms for the Forth Bridge Cross or either of the other Bridge
Crosses please contact me and I shall be delighted to help.

Christian Aid Week
This takes place from Sunday 10th May to Saturday 16th May.
Christian Aid envelopes will be available in Church then as we no longer do door to door collections.
We hope to be able to arrange a fundraising event – suggestions for this will be gladly received for such a
worthy cause. Watch the Church noticeboard nearer the date for more information!
Wilma Page

Finance
The full accounts for 2019 have now been prepared and submitted to the auditors. We ended the year with a
surplus of £3968.88. The combined closing balances totalled £20,396.63 and we are now in a position to slowly
put monies away to our fabric account knowing that we are going to have some large repair bills in the near future
to our church heating and roof.
Although this has only been possible due to the extra monies that we have received from the rental of the manse,
I feel we need to take a moment to congratulate ourselves on making a surplus at all. It has been a tough few
years both financially and spiritually here at Christ's Kirk but for the first time in a long time I feel renewed
optimism, with a dedicated Session and congregation working together with our Interim Minister, to give of their
time, talents and money to secure our future in this uncertain time of change within the whole of the Church of

Scotland.

Rose, Treasurer

Fabric Committee Report February 2020.
In January, storm Brendan left its mark at Christ’s Kirk. As you can
see in the picture, a tree in the church garden was blown over.
Fortunately it did not cause too much damage to the Crèche and
Session rooms, and the church garden is now back to normal.
However, the Fabric committee are also concerned about the church roof. We are awaiting official survey
estimates and these will NOT be cheap - they will be expensive since the roof tiles are regularly crumbling and
causing water to infiltrate into the church. What would YOU do with your own house - i.e. temporary repairs to the
tiles year by year or a new roof? That is maybe THE question facing the committee and all members of Christ's Kirk.
There are ongoing repairs too, of course, especially the central heating and radiators. But such is life! As this
Chronicle goes to press we have just been told the church needs a new and bigger boiler for a good central heating
system. This we shall investigate forthwith, but the cost of a new boiler for a building like Christ's Kirk will not be
small.
What a way to end a report!
Ron Page, Fabric Convenor

Fundraising
We have been very busy at Christ’s Kirk. It started with a Hogmanay ceilidh which
was extremely entertaining and raised £100 towards church funds. This was followed by
a Burns Supper in January which was very well attended and was very well enjoyed by all
and raised over £800. Our thanks to the Bowhill Burns Society for coming along and
sharing with us their love for the works of our national bard.
On the weekend this newsletter gets distributed there will be a Rock Choir concert
here at Christ’s Kirk which we hope will raise more funds for the church.
On Easter Sunday there will be a lunch of soup and pudding after the service. Tickets are priced at £5 and
will be available shortly.
In addition we are still holding our usual coffee mornings on the second Saturday of each month with the
next one taking place on Saturday 14th March.
Check out the back page for further events.

Update on Interim Ministry
Since the last edition of the Christ Kirk Chronicle- some progress has been made in fulfilling the
objectives of the Transition Support Group. The congregation is working well together and that is
shown through some recent events that were organised; the Ceilidh on 31st December and the Burns
Supper. In the coming months I will be exploring eldership with some members of the congregation
in the hope of providing some rejuvenation of the Kirk Session.

Sofa Sessions- a chance to talk informally with the Interim Minister
I have now been ministering alongside you for 14 months and at this stage in the Interim Ministry it
is wise that space is given for one-to-one conversations to be had. I am setting aside some Sunday
afternoons in Lent if anyone would like to come and speak to me in the Church Office. Conversations
can be about the Interim Ministry or anything else you would like to speak about in confidence.
I will be available between 2 - 5pm on Sundays 15th, 23rd 30th March and Sunday 5th April.
Andrew

Lent Bible Study
Rev Gardner will lead the Lent Bible Studies which begin on Sunday 8th March at 7pm and continue
every Sunday evening at 7pm until 5th April. The theme will be “The Sermon on the Mount”.

The beginning of a new year and new decade, once again the team are amazed by those who come
through our door to enjoy the fellowship with us.
In December a hamper raffle was organised by Linsey and this raised the sum of £126 and supplies
to the value of £30 were donated to the Glenrothes Foodbank.
The team would like to thank everyone who has supported us in the past and look forward to seeing
you all throughout 2020.

Messy Church
Messy Church is a movement that began in the UK in 2004 as a new expression of Church. It has
been a successful means of reaching out to families and engaging with them in a less formal way
than the type of Church service that most of us are used to. There is a visible need for Christ’s
Kirk to reach out to families in our Parish who wish to engage in Church in a different way. Messy
Church follows a biblical theme - there are games, crafts, food, singing and some exploration of the
story. Our first Messy Church is planned for Sunday 1st March 3 - 5pm.

Heart & Soul
Heart & Soul will take place on Sunday, 17th May, 2020 at Princes Street gardens in Edinburgh.
The theme for 2020 is "Jesus said, Follow me, and I will make you fish for people". If you are
interested in going please speak to Isabelle Farquhar as soon as possible, and if there are enough
people interested, she will explore the possibility of organising a mini-bus.
God send me anywhere, only go with me.
Lay any burden on me, only sustain me.
And sever any tie in my heart except
The tie that binds my heart to Yours
A prayer by David Livingstone

Events
Worship

Every Sunday from 10.30am

Time for a Cuppa

Every Monday from 10am - 12noon

Stated Annual Meeting

29th March after morning worship

Coffee Mornings

Saturday 14th March from 10am - 12noon
Saturday 11th April from 10am – 12noon
Saturday 9th May from 10am – 12noon

Guild

Monday 9th March at 2pm
Monday 23rd March at 2pm
Monday 6th April at 7pm
Monday 20th April at 2pm

Bible Study

Every Sunday at 7pm - 8th March until 5th April

Easter Lunch

Sunday 12th April after morning worship

Sofa Sessions

Every Sunday from 2 - 5pm - 15th March until 5th April

Communion

Sunday 31st May at 10.30am

Newsletter by email
If you would like to receive future publications of the church newsletter electronically, please send an
email with your name and home address (your email address will be at the head of your email) along
with a short notification to the newsletter editor at christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com and we will send it
to you.
If anyone would like to join our team, please speak to me or get in touch at the email address above.
Ian Morgan

Editor
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