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March 2022
Prayer Call from Rev McNaught
Lord Jesus Christ
alive and at large in the world,
help me to follow and find you there today,
in the places where I work, meet people,
spend money and make plans.
Take me as a disciple of your kingdom,
to see through your eyes,
and hear the questions you are asking,
to welcome all men with your trust and truth
and to change the things that contradict God’s
love, by the power of the Cross and the freedom of
your Spirit.
Amen
A prayer by John Taylor, Bishop of Winchester.
1974-1984

Glenrothes & District Churches Together
After a gap of 2 years the Walk of Witness will take place on Good Friday 15th April with walkers leaving from
Christ’s Kirk at 10.30am. Similarly, walkers will leave from St. Margaret’s and St. Ninian’s and we will all make our
way to St. Columba’s.
We are looking for volunteers to act as stewards during the walk and volunteers to read prayers at various points
along the way. Please get in touch with the church if you would like to help and also if you are taking part in the
walk as we would like to know roughly how many are walking.
We also need more volunteers to represent Christ’s Kirk at the Churches Together meetings. If you would like to
help please speak to Wilma or Ruth.

World Day of Prayer
The World Day of Prayer service will take place on Zoom on 4th March promptly at 2.15pm. Please use these
details to join:
Meeting ID: 859 4166 8097

Password: 432262

Moderator’s update
Dear Friends
As we approach Lent and Easter what expectations do, we have? Are we hoping for the end of COVID restrictions?
Will we be making plans to either give something up for Lent or set ourselves a goal for Lent, maybe to try
something new, or restart something we did pre-COVID. I am not very good at giving things up. I did manage
chocolate one year but I prefer to set a goal of something positive. So, this year I am going to read a chapter of
The Bible A Story that makes sense of life by Andrew Ollerton author of the Bible Course. At the end of each
chapter, he poses a question for the reader to reflect on which I find motivates me into thinking about what I am
reading. Well, that’s my challenge, what is yours?
Over the last two years as we have lived through COVID 19 the world has changed and we all live our lives
differently and think differently post COVID.
Easter is an opportunity for us to reflect on change and how after that first Easter the world changed. That event
says that we cannot live in the same way ever again, or share the old priorities any more.
Resurrection encourages us to leave behind the shadows and to move into the light. Living with resurrection is
learning to live in a different world, part of which is coming to terms with the end of everything that has been
before, which Mark in his gospel reports Jesus’ crucifixion as being.
It is a time to allow God to transform us and then for us to go into our communities to make a difference.
Easter is a time to throw off the things that curtail hope. Easter Day is a day of hope, of new beginnings. It is the
first day of the rest of our lives. Easter is time to start again. It is a time to be forgiven and to forgive – to leave
the damage, the hurts, the wrongs and the tragedies in the empty tomb of our old lives and to step into the
glorious dawn of the resurrection.
As the Church of Scotland faces challenges and has difficult decisions to make may this Lent and Easter be a time
to reflect on how the church moves forward and how congregations support one another to serve their
communities.
I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter.
God Bless
Margaret
Interim Moderator

Holy Week services
Holy Week services will begin with the Guild leading worship on Monday at 7pm. Rev McCulloch will conduct a
Communion service on Maunday Thursday at 7pm. and the Walk of Witness will take place on Good Friday
leaving from the church at 10.30am.
Time for a Cuppa
As Covid restrictions are easing, Time for a Cuppa has reverted back to in-person in the Jim Cumming hall instead
of on Zoom. Please pop into church on a Monday morning from 10am and enjoy some home baking and a wee
chat.
Zoom services
Zoom has been an excellent medium for keeping people connected with the church during the pandemic.
Although restrictions are easing, services will continue to be screened on Zoom for those unable to attend
church.

Guild
On November 23rd the talk was about eating disorders. This is a problem that affects many people and a
subject that perhaps people do not want to talk about or do not know how to. The speaker from BEAT was
Emma and her talk was most enlightening. We ended the meeting with tea and biscuits in the hall for the first
time this session as the floor has been repaired.
We ended the year with the Christmas celebration on December 7 th. The entertainment was by The Ukulele Group which
had been planned for the ending of 2020 (and we all know what happened that year). Many thanks to the committee of
2020 for arranging this group. The afternoon was most enjoyable with lots of wonderful music and singing and a good time
was had by all.
Well, we didn’t get off to a good start to 2022 as once again we had to cancel the first meeting due to Covid-19. It should
have been a Burns celebration so let’s hope we can do it next year.
However, we did manage to have our meeting on February 8 th with Alex Duncan from the Vine Trust telling us about all the
work that the Trust do building homes for the orphans from the islands in Lake Victoria. They hope to do much more;
building schools and a hospital. They also have a hospital ship on the lake and Alex told us getting it to the lake was quite an
undertaking.
The topic of the meeting on 22 February was Tangible Texts which involves brining along an item which is mentioned in the
Bible, together with reading out the passage containing the item mentioned. A variety of items with appropriate readings
were produced.
An item from the recent Guild News, suggesting that Guilds hold an afternoon tea on Sunday 5 June after morning worship to
celebrate the Queen's Jubilee, was discussed.
Forthcoming meetings:

Mar. 8th

2.00 p.m.

Margaret Muir - Guild National Convenor

Mar. 22nd

2.00 p.m.

Catherine McDougall - Talk on China

Apr. 12th

7.00 p.m.

Holy Week
Madeline

Christian Aid Week
15th – 21st May 2022
Since The Forth Bridge Cross was cancelled due to Covid19 lockdown, last year I was inspired to
attempt the Kiltwalk! Members and friends supported me superbly with donations to Christian Aid.
Sadly this year I feel less fit to attempt the Kiltwalk so I have decided on a different challenge - to organise a
Christian Aid Breakfast!! I trust you will support me in this venture.
It will take place on Sunday 15th May from 9 -10 am before the church service.
The menu will be fresh orange juice followed by tea or coffee and croissants. Tickets will be available nearer the
time. Also quiz sheets will be available for sale.
The Christian Aid aim this year is to
Help Jessica, a mum in Zimbabwe, turn HUNGER into HOPE.
Christian Aid envelopes will also be available in church to support this very worthy Christian Charity.
Wilma Page
Points to Ponder
As long as we have memories, yesterday remains
As long as we have hope, tomorrow awaits
As long as we have love, today is beautiful
As long as we have faith, anything is possible

Finance Report February 2022

Finance Report February 2022

It is the start of a new financial year for the church and I have just completed the year end accounts for
2021. We are showing a deficit in the year of £6531.67, which you may think considering Covid is not too
bad, however this is only part of the picture.
As previously advised in the summer of 2021 we were advised by ‘121’ that they had made an error in our
previous year’s Ministries and Mission contributions by the staggering sum of £23k. Despite appeals that
this was not our fault we still have to repay this as well as our normal yearly contributions. We managed to
reduce the amount by £7k leaving £16k still outstanding, and it has been agreed that we will attempt to
repay this by £8k in 2022 and the remainder in 2023.
We need to be financially able to pay our bills and everything is going up. A quick calculation shows that
we are looking at a shortfall between income and expenditure this year of approx £1000 per month.
A comparison was done over the period 2019 (pre-covid) to 2021 which shows clearly how much of an
impact the closure has had on our income:
Offerings
Coffee mornings
Time for a Cuppa
Hall lets

2019
£22,745
£2,090
£1,483
£6,325

2020
£20,394
£631
£323
£1,795

2021
£17,094
£0
£0
£1,432

-£5651
-£2090
-£1483
-£4893

Fundraising

£36,202

£24,613

£18,526

-£17693

Our income has more than halved during the pandemic and we are working hard behind the scenes to try
and bridge this shortfall, but this is not my responsibility alone, although sometimes as treasurer it does feel
like it. It is not the responsibility of the Kirk Session alone – it is the responsibility of every one of us to
ensure the survival of our congregation going forward.
So how can we help?
It may not be possible for you to increase what you give now but if you can every £1 helps. A daily
newspaper costs more than £1 and a nice coffee shop coffee is £3 – can you review your giving?
If you give by FWO envelopes, we get charged for these – could you pay by Standing Order, that is
free.
Do you pay tax on your income/pension? Can you sign up for Gift Aid? Every £1 you donate we
can claim an additional 25p at no extra cost to yourself.
Can you support our fundraising activities as these gradually restart, by attending or helping?
Can you promote our premises to other organisations or people you know who are looking for a hall
let? We are getting more enquiries but would also need help in allowing access to those looking
to use the premises.
Most importantly can you remember us in prayer?
We are not able to do this alone but together and with God’s help we can. Like the spring bulbs in the
garden the green shoots of growth are starting to show, but we need to tend these with our gifts of time,
talents and money and I am sure that our outcome for the year will much brighter than the current forecast.
Rose.
The best things in life are the people you love, the places you’ve seen
and the memories you’ve made along the way. – Anon

A message from our Locum
Dear Friends,
At last, we managed to have a hot drink after the service last Sunday. Many of you didn’t know about it and the
numbers attending were small.
Those who did come seemed to enjoy the tea/coffee, the biscuits etc and the excellent table service. It would be
lovely to see the numbers grow in future
Another ‘at last’, that really came at the last, was team GB winning a gold medal at the Beijing Olympics. Well
done to the Women’s Curling team. The Men’s team also deserves congrats on winning a silver medal.
After church I watched the gold medal match and I was impressed by the way the women reacted to the result.
There was a lot of hugging and hand shaking among the competitors and smiles. It was great to see the Japanese
team being so gracious in defeat. When you think of the hard work and training that goes into preparing for the
Olympic Games, you have to feel sorry for those who didn’t win anything and even those who failed to win gold
but came close.
When you think of what is in the news headlines right now, especially the conflict in Ukraine, and what has
developed there, it’s heart-warming and encouraging to see people from diverse nations coming together,
enjoying peaceful but fiercely competitive activities and remaining friends regardless of the results.
If only political leaders could find the strength to trust each other. If they could become trustworthy - that would
help. I suppose their struggles are often based on worries about the security and survival of their nations. That’s
of course if they are honest and not corrupt.
The world is a mess in places. I am so glad that I have faith and can go to God when things threaten to overwhelm.
I wonder how many Members of our Parliament have a strong faith. It must be stressful to carry such an awesome
responsibility. We often pray for them to be guided by God. It sometimes looks as if they aren’t. But we don’t
know the whole story or how many decisions are influenced by faith. We are called to be merciful to all and our
political leaders need all the mercy we can show them.
I look forward to seeing our triumphant teams being welcomed home from Beijing and will continue to pray for
world peace.
God bless,

Willie.

Hello, I’m a Hedgehog Champion with the British Hedgehog Preservation Society/Peoples’ Trust for Endangered Species.
How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog? They are now officially classed as vulnerable to extinction in the UK. There are
many reasons and it's sad to think of such a fate for this prickly little God’s creature. Here are ways to help:
Link your garden with Hedgehog Highways
Create a wild corner
Make your pond safe with a ramp
Clear away netting and litter
Put out food and water
Stop using chemicals
Check before strimming
Be careful with bonfires
Make a home for hedgehogs
Become a Hedgehog Champion

What’s a Hedgehog Highway? Since they travel between1-2 km a night searching for food and a mate, a small gap in your
fence the size of a CD case will let them pass through. Ask your neighbours to do the same!
If you spot a hedgehog when driving at night, & can’t stop in time, try to steer so it will pass under the middle of the car
where least likely to be harmed.
You can become a Hedgehog Champion by registering on https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/website, which has resources to
make your garden, neighbourhood and Parish hedgehog-friendly zones.

Moira Grant, Falkirk

Covenanted Partnership: Update
The Covenanted Partnership consists of the 6 churches of Scotland in this area. These are Christ’s Kirk,
Leslie Trinity, Markinch and Thornton, St Columba’s, St Ninian’s and St Margaret’s.
Our aim is to work together to build the church and encourage believers.
The Haven
Our next project is to open up a hub in Glenrothes Town Centre during Lent. It will be called The Haven and
it will be opening soon. It aims to provide a relaxed, welcoming place where people can come in and discover
more about Christian faith. It also gives an opportunity for people from within the churches to connect with
and engage with people in our community. We hope to see you there.
The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field. Matthew 9:35-38.
Facebook Group.
We now have a Facebook Group. So, if you would like to keep up to date with the latest CP developments, you
can search “Covenanted Partnership Glenrothes Area” and join our group.
Shared Worship
The 6 churches joined together in a shared service of worship on Sunday 27th February at St Margaret’s
Church, Glenrothes at 6.30pm.
Peace and Blessings,
Irene Ure
Covenanted Partnership Convenor
If you have any thoughts, questions or ideas for the partnership then please contact me.
iure@churchofscotland.org.uk
Volunteers are required to help at “The Haven”. If you can spare a few hours please get in touch with Irene at the email
address above.

A Baptism in church
The first Christening of the year took place on
Sunday February 13 when four month old Thomas
Gregson Mordew was baptised in front of friends
and family.

The youngster is a welcome addition to the church
with mum Amy being a regular attendee especially
in her younger years alongside her mum, and proud
new Granny, Nicola Hall.
While Willie led the Sunday service the baptism was
carried out by Sam who has known Amy and her
family since he began attending Christ’s Kirk over 20
years ago.
Glenrothes Foodbank
There are statistics galore about poverty - financial and food. e.g. “1 in 5 people live in poverty.” In our parish district there are
2 areas officially declared as “deprived”. So can you and will you help?
Urgently needed are foods such as eggs, chicken soup, UHT milk, tinned potatoes or mash, tins or packets of macaroni,
Fray Bentos pies - and large sizes of family shampoos, shower gel and shaving foam.
Stock running low are beans and sausages, curry sauces, tinned fruit, jam and rice pudding.
A 3-day typical parcel contains breakfast cereal, soup, pasta sauce, baked beans, tinned meat, tinned vegetables and
potatoes - along with tea, coffee, sugar, tinned dessert and biscuits.
Can you help even a little? And even occasionally? If so then just place your food offering in the box in the church entrance.

Dates for your diary
Time for a Cuppa

every Monday from 10am

World Day of Prayer

4th March from 2.15pm (on Zoom)

Guild

8th March at 2 pm.

Stated Annual Meeting 20th March (after the service)
Guild

22nd March at 2pm

Guild

11th April at 7pm

Walk of Witness

Good Friday 15th April. Leave church at 10.30am

Newsletter by email
If you know of anyone who would like to receive future publications of the church newsletter electronically, please ask them
to send an email with their name (their email address will be at the head of their email) along with a short notification to the
newsletter editor at christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com and we will send it to them.

Church family news
Jean McCallum

died 5th December 2021

Alexander Rae

died 3rd January 2022

Thomas Mordew

baptised 13th February 2022

Contacts
Interim Moderator

Rev Margaret Mateos

Locum

Rev Willie McCulloch

Church

*

Session Clerk

Ruth Anderson

Treasurer

Rose Bowie

01592 780073

mmateos@churchofscotland.org.uk

01592 745938

christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com

07970594033

ruthp.anderson@yahoo.com
rose.bowie14@gmail.com

Website

www.christskirk.uk

Facebook

Christ’s Kirk

* At present the church office is not in use. If you need to contact us please use one of the alternative methods above.

Do This in Remembrance of Me
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be celebrated here at
Christ’s Kirk on the
29th May 2022 at 10.30am
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