
Glenrothes Christ's Kirk 

Pitcoudie Avenue 

Glenrothes 

KY7 6SU 

June 2022 

 Christ’s Kirk Chronicle 

The Church of Scotland 

Joint Services in July and August 

As in previous years all the Church of Scotland congregations in the Glenrothes area will come together to worship starting 

during the month of July and Christ’s Kirk will be hosting the joint service on the 17th.  Zoom details will be circulated when 

they become available. 

  3rd July Leslie Trinity 

  10th July Markinch 

  17th July Christ’s Kirk ** 

  24th July  St. Margaret’s 

  31st July  St. Columba’s 

  7th August St. Ninian’s   

**  Please be aware that on the other dates there will not be a service at Christ’s Kirk.  

Prayer Call  from Rev Sam McNaught 

 

Thou art never weary, O Lord, of doing us good. 

Let us never be weary of doing Thee service. 

But, as Thou hast pleasure in the prosperity of Thy servants, 

so let us take pleasure in the service of our Lord, 

and abound in Thy work, and in Thy love and praise evermore. 

O fill up all that is wanting, reform whatever is amiss in us, 

perfect the thing that concerneth us. 

Let the witness of Thy pardoning love ever abide in all our hearts. 

 

John Wesley, 1703-91  



Moderator update 

 

 As I write this letter the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has begun. Its theme this year 

is “see I make all things new.” What decisions will be agreed has yet to be seen. We are all aware of the 

major changes being faced by the Church of Scotland and our part in this change.  

 Within Christ’s Kirk as a congregation, you are no strangers to change as you have stoically faced 

periods of vacancy and interim ministry. Now as part of the draft Presbytery Mission Plan you are being 

asked to work closely with the other congregations in Glenrothes with the view to uniting with those    

congregations.  

 This will mean sharing resources and ministries, how it will eventually work for each congregation is 

still in its infancy but through the Covenanted Partnership there is already good working relationships 

with one another.  Presbytery meets in June and will discuss the Mission Plan, so once more information 

is available this will be shared with you. 

 These last few years have been difficult and just as we think we are easing out of COVID and the 

restrictions, being able to enjoy more freedom we face a tragic war in Ukraine which has wide reaching 

consequences across the world. Prices of fuel and food is increasing faster than incomes, leading to   

increased stress and worry. Not what we wanted to hear after struggling through a pandemic. 

 But let’s turn to God for support in those times. What will strengthen us through the ups and downs 

of our life is knowing that God doesn’t change no matter what is happening in our lives.  

 In the most difficult times of life, when we are really hurting and our burdens seem to weigh us 

down this is when the unchanging nature of God can often be seen the clearest. 

 The changing circumstances of our lives which include our money, health and happiness, push us 

to hold on fast to the unchanging character of God. God is the one constant in our lives. The dependable 

rock on which we can rely. 

 The longer we live the more we understand that change is a constant. Let us hold onto the good 

things that change can bring and trust God to work through us in our own wee bit of Glenrothes to bring 

about the sharing of the gospel with those around us, spreading God’s love in hard times. Showing we 

care for this community and what happens to it.  

 We all have a part to play and if ever we needed to share God’s love and feel his arms around us it 

is now.  

 I hope you all have a relaxing Summer and get time to recharge the batteries with family and 

friends. 

 

God Bless 

Margaret,  

Interim Moderator. 

Coffee mornings 

As covid restrictions are easing we are resuming coffee mornings on the second Saturday of the month 

with the first one being held on 11th June from 10am.  Please put this date in your diary and come along 

and enjoy fellowship with those you may not have spoken to in a long time. 



Finance 

Income Jan –April 2022  Expenditure Jan – April 2022 
 
January   £8,026.81   January   £4,720.01 
February   £2,827.08   February   £2,901.71 
March   £2,797.66   March   £3,803.38 
April     £3,209.95   April     £4,626.99 
 
Total Income      £16,861.50  Total Expenditure £16,052.09 
 
Opening balance General Account  £20,814.19 
Income      £16,861.50 
       £37,675.69 
Less Expenditure     £16,052.09 
Balance of General account 30/4/22 £21,623.60 
 
I have detailed our income and expenditure for the first 4 months of this year which shows that most 
months our income is less than our expenditure.  In January we received our gift aid claim monies of 
£4530.41, and also made an initial payment of £3000 towards our  Ministries and Mission error, hence the 
higher than usual figures.  To date we have made payments amounting to £4500 of the same error so are 
well on our way to making our £8000 agreed contribution for this year. 
 
The March and April expenditure figures look high but these can be explained by payment to our Auditors 
in March for the production of our year end accounts, and in April the quarterly invoice for Locum salary 
was received and paid. 
 
On initially looking at the income and expenditure figures it could be interpreted that we are doing ok with 
a surplus of income, but we are coming into the summer months with joint services for the whole of July 
and the first week of August.  Normal open plate and FWO donations drop during this period as does the 
hall let income due to holidays.  Our cash flow is severely impacted due to this regular income not being 
there and the only income we can guarantee are the monies we receive by standing order payments and our 
manse rental.  With this in mind I expect the next few months’ figures to show a marked  decline. 
 
If you are attending the joint services please remember to put your offerings in your FWO envelopes if you 
have these as they will be passed to our congregation.  If you put your offering in by cash this will be    
retained by the host that Sunday. 
 
Wishing you all God’s blessings. 
 
Rose 

Hall lets 

With the end of the covid pandemic, the church hall is now available to groups of users – all ages.  You are asked to 

encourage our community to join groups AND set up new groups.   Currently, we let the hall to a martial arts 

group, Brownies and a yoga group. Very recently a Therapeutic Art club has started on a Thursday morning at 

10.30am.  On Monday morning Christ’s Kirk has a drop-in “Time for a Cuppa” and also in the Autumn the Guild use 

the premises every second Monday afternoon from 2 - 4pm. 

All one needs to do is send an email to the church. 

Ron 

 Points to Ponder 

 Our days are happier when we give people a piece of our heart  

rather than a piece of our mind. 



Guild News   

At the beginning of March the speaker was the National Guild Convenor, Mrs Margaret Muir.      

Margaret spoke about the Guild which started in the year 1889, and all the different projects it has 

supported and which we still support today.  I’m sure you can imagine how things have changed in 

all that time. 

Later in March we welcomed Catherine McDougall, consultant paediatrician at the Sick Kids Hospital in Edinburgh, 

to tell us about the work she has done in China, sometimes in remote towns and villages.  Together with other  

doctors and Chinese doctors they worked in teams, often in quite difficult times and places.  Please bear in mind 

there is no National Health Service in China. 

Into April and the Guild led the worship on the Tuesday of Holy Week.  Thanks to all who took part and a special 

thanks to Sheila who delivered a great sermon. 

The AGM took place on 10th May starting the meeting in the usual way with a hymn, a prayer and a reading.  Wilma 

read the minutes from the last meeting and Kerr gave us the Treasurer’s report which was all proposed and        

seconded. 

The committee is much the same as last year with Wilma as Secretary, Kerr as Treasurer and Janice has agreed to 

be the Convenor as long as she gets help. 

The major thing was a proposal to revert back to Mondays.  After a vote by the showing of hands the majority were 

in favour of a change, so when the next session begins in the Autumn, we will meet on a Monday afternoon.  After 

the meeting was over we all enjoyed afternoon tea. 

Madeline 

Jubilee Afternoon Tea 

In celebration of the Platinum Jubilee, the Guild 

are holding an Afternoon Tea in the church hall on     

Saturday 4th June at 2.30pm.  Tickets are priced 

at £10.   If you haven’t got your ticket yet , please 

contact Wilma or Jenny as soon as possible.   

 Looking back may I be filled with gratitude. 

 Looking forward may I be filled with hope. 

 Looking around may I be filled with thoughtfulness. 

 Looking upward may I be mindful of Your strength. 

 Looking inward may I rest in Your peace.   

 Amen. 

Zoom services 

Zoom has been an excellent medium for keeping people connected with the church during the pandemic.          

Although restrictions are easing, services will continue to be screened on Zoom for those unable to attend church. 



 
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE   
  
On a bleak winter day in January 1952, King George VI waved off his elder daughter, Princess Elizabeth and her 

husband, Prince Philip, as they boarded a plane to begin a Commonwealth Tour.  The King had been advised by his 

doctors to miss out this tour because of his failing health.  Sadly, before their return, the King died at his home in 

Sandringham, Norfolk, resulting in the Princess becoming Queen Elizabeth II during her absence from Britain.   

At a time when the country was still suffering from deprivations following the end of the Second World War, the 

idea of celebrating a Coronation was welcomed with open arms nationwide.  While London was decked out in  

banners, flags and bunting, homes in cities, towns and villages throughout the country created their own            

decorations for windows, gardens and roofs, resulting in streets being colourfully transformed for the occasion.   

Over the past 70 years, the Queen has seen 14 Prime Ministers and 13 Presidents of America, so we are fortunate 

to have had the Queen’s continuity and experience as Head of State for such a long period.   

While we celebrate the Platinum Jubilee, let’s remember her Majesty’s steadfast dedication to duty with thanks 

and love.   

God Save the Queen.   

PLATINUM JUBILEE QUIZ   

 

1   What was the date of King George VI’s death?   

2   In which country was Princess Elizabeth staying when she became Queen?   

3   How old was the Queen then?   

4   Where was the Queen born?   

5   What title was Prince Philip given by King George on his marriage?   

6   What is the name of the Queen’s official birthday parade?   

7   In which foreign country did the Queen live for a short time when she was Princess Elizabeth?   

8   Which crown does the Queen wear at the official Opening of Parliament?   

9   When did rationing end in Britain?   

10  What was the name of the Royal Yacht?   

11  When did the Queen open Rothes Colliery?   

12  When did Prince Charles become Prince of Wales?   

13  When was his Investiture at Cardiff Castle?    

14  Which President of the USA made a State Visit to the UK in 2011?   

15  Name the Queen’s Dresser who recently moved into Windsor Castle?   

16  The following song was popular at the time of the Coronation:   

In a golden coach there’s a heart of gold   

Driving through old London town   

She’s the sweetest Queen the world’s ever seen   

Wearing her golden crown.   

As she drives in state through the palace gate   

Her beauty the whole world will see.   

In a golden coach there’s a heart of gold   

That belongs to you and me!   

      In which year did the song reach the Hit Parade (charts)?   

17  How high did it go in the Hit Parade?   

18  Who was the singer who recorded it?   

Answers on next page  



Update from our Locum 

I was pleasantly surprised to receive an invitation to travel to Rome St. Andrew’s Church, 
where I was minister for 14 years, in order to take a special service of interment of ashes. 
Jean and I decided to take this opportunity to have a break in the eternal city.   

The deceased had been a very dear and uniquely talented lady who had lost her son when he 
was in his early twenties.  Every year, while I was in Rome, she, her husband, her daughter, 
and I, in the Protestant cemetery in Rome, would visit the son’s grave where, I would      
conduct a short ceremony of remembrance.  I did not believe that this was the healthiest 
way to deal with the family’s grief, but the lady was implacable in her determination to   
continue this annual ritual.  She died unexpectedly, of a stroke, in February 2021 during 
lockdown and only recently did the family get permission to place her ashes beside her son’s 
grave.  Several famous people - John Keats and Percy Bysshe Shelley, among others, are 
buried there.  The ceremony was deeply emotional.  The lady’s equally brilliant daughter   
delivered a poignant eulogy that reduced the hearers to tears. 

The following day I led worship in the church building I had become so familiar with and was 
delighted to discover that those who remembered me, RECOGNISED me after a 6-year   
absence.   

The weather was as good as it gets there in springtime.  Sunny and warm but not hot.  We 
visited the famous sites on a bus tour.  Covid damage was obvious.  Some shops and         
restaurants had closed but the city retains its magical quality.  It’s a place where so many 
significant events took place in the history of the world from times before Christ through 
the medieval period to the present day.  

However, we are happy to be home again in historic Fife.  I am pleased to be back to 
Christ’s Kirk, and reminded that, regardless of where you are, happiness is to be found in 
knowing the peace that only God can give.    

God bless,  

Willie. 

Christian Aid  

A very successful Christian Aid breakfast was held on Sunday 15th May - the start of 
Christian Aid Week - from 9am - 10am before the church service.  Orange juice,   
croissants, pains au chocolat and raisin pastries were served with tea and coffee. 

With grateful thanks to assistants Michelle Carberry, Madeline Berry and Lorna McNicol the sum of 
£222.00 was raised for Christian Aid. 

Sincere thanks to all who supported this new venture. 

The annual Christian Aid envelope donations counted at the end of Christian Aid Week 22nd May  
amounted to £230 making a grand total of £452. Sincere thanks to all who donated. 

Wilma Page 

ANSWERS TO PLATINUM JUBILEE QUIZ   

 
1 - 6 February 1952.  2 – Kenya.  3 – 25.  4 – 17 Bruton Street, Mayfair, London.  5 – Duke of Edin-
burgh.  6 – Trooping the Colour.  7 – Malta.  8 – Imperial State Crown.  9 – 1954.  10 – Britannia.  11 – 
1958.  12 – July 1958.  13 – July 1969.  14 – Barack Obama.  15 - Angela Kelly.  16 – 1953.  17 – 7.  18 – 
Dickie Valentine.   



Walk of Witness 

On Good Friday this year we were finally allowed to have the Walk of Witness 

after a gap of two years due to the Covid pandemic.  About a dozen people left 

the church.  Some dropped out part of the way but we were joined by others at 

the Irises and then made their way to St. Columba’s where we joined in a service 

with others from churches in the area. 

Covenanted Partnership 

The churches involved in the partnership all contributed to the cost of 

hiring an empty shop in the Kingdom Centre and consequently the 

“Haven” opened its doors during Lent and was visited by people of all 

walks of life, young and old.  There was an area for children to play, a 

quiet area for prayer and an area where people could just come in for a 

chat.  Opening times were slightly restricted due to lack of volunteers 

but overall it was regarded as a success. 

The partnership are currently involved in “Thy kingdom Come “.  It started on 28th May (Ascension Day)  and      

continues until 5th June (Pentecost) and can be accessed on Zoom at 7pm every night.  There will be a joint      

Pentecost service at 7pm on  5th June at  St. Columba’s to which everyone is invited to attend.  

Please use these  Zoom details for all the meetings.   Meeting ID: 317 522 8773 

         Password: PRAYERROOM 

GROW  

You may be aware GROW has been unable to enter schools 
during lockdown and unfortunately the committee has been  
unsuccessful in its recruitment drive to find a replacement for 
Oskar, the previous Worker, so this has forced a halt to outreach activities. 
 
The committee members have maintained prayer and board meetings each 
month on Zoom and are committed to this work.  New members to join the 
committee will be warmly welcomed as we continue to look for a new 
Worker, hopefully to start at the beginning of the new school year.  Please 
pray that the recruitment of a new Worker will be successful. 
 
Wilma Page 

Glenrothes & District Churches Together 

The Walk of Witness was acknowledged to be a great success and was appreciated by many in the town after two 
years limited by Covid. Grateful thanks were expressed to those who took part in the service at St Columba’s. 

The refreshments after the service cost £ 154.70, and it was agreed that Churches Together will reimburse the 
costs.  

It was suggested that it would be helpful to arrange for a Friendship Meal to be held early in 2023 at a local 
church. Last time it was held at St Columba’s, and we look forward to offers to host and help plan this important 
event for all our churches.   

Mary Patey will be standing down from the post of Secretary at the AGM on 8th June which is being held in 
Christ’s Kirk beginning at 7.30pm 



Dates for your diary 

Time for a Cuppa  every Monday from 10am  -closed August 1st & 8th 

Jubilee Afternoon Tea Saturday 4th June from 2.30pm 

Coffee morning  Saturday 11th June from 10am 

    Saturday 9th July from 10am 

     Saturday 13th August from 10am 

Communion   28th August 2022 at 10.30am 

Glenrothes Christ’s Kirk, Pitcoudie Avenue, Glenrothes KY7 6SU. 

Glenrothes Christ’s Kirk (Church of Scotland) is a registered charity SC007397 

Do This in Remembrance of Me                          

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

   will be celebrated here at  

Christ’s Kirk on  

28th August 2022 at 10.30am 

Contacts 

Interim Moderator     Rev Margaret Mateos     01592 780073  mmateos@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Locum       Rev Willie McCulloch      

Church             01592 745938 *     christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com  

Session Clerk          Ruth Anderson       07970594033      ruthp.anderson@yahoo.com   

Treasurer            Rose Bowie              rose.bowie14@gmail.com    

Website                       www.christskirk.uk     

Facebook                                Christ’s Kirk  

* At present the church office is not in use.  If you need to contact us please use one of the alternative methods above. 

Church Family news 

Enid Mitchell  died  2nd April 2022 

Sandy Henderson died   5th April 2022 

Newsletter by email 

If you know of anyone who would like to receive future publications of the church newsletter electronically, please ask 

them to send an email with their name (their email address will be at the head of their email) along with a short              

notification to the newsletter editor at christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com and we will send it to them.   

If you would like a printed copy of the newsletter please contact Ian and arrangements will be made to have a copy        

available for collection on the following Sunday. 


