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Prayer Call
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of
truth and peace proceed:
Kindle, we pray thee, in the hearts of all men
the true love of peace; and guide with Thy
pure and peaceable wisdom those who take
counsel for the nations of the earth; that in
tranquillity Thy kingdom may go forward, till
the earth is filled with the knowledge of Thy
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Book of Common Prayer ( 1928 )
submitted by Rev McNaught

Do This in Remembrance of Me
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be celebrated here at
Christ’s Kirk on
27th November 2022 at 10.30am

Moderator’s update
Dear Friends
Well, the summer is nearly over and we will soon be settling back into our church routine for the autumn. We
await the Presbytery Mission Plan outcome from Edinburgh. Will there be changes for Glenrothes churches or will
the draft proposal for the Glenrothes churches have been agreed. If this is the case then it will allow the
Covenanted Partnership to begin to move forward with their plans.
There has been progress in this direction with Kirk Sessions from all the partner churches getting together and
sharing their thoughts. The outcome from that meeting appears very positive. And it is exciting to be working
together with other congregations.
We all like to be comfortable. I know I like to sit on the sofa (no I mean slouch on the sofa) watching TV or reading
a book with coffee and snacks. I am easy pleased. But when something happens which changes or challenges our
way of life it can be stressful. The church is currently going through such times.
I am sure we all remember where we were 21 years ago when 9/11 occurred and 2 planes flew into the Twin
Towers.
Worldwide people’s comfort zone had changed. We all knew this was a major event, and that there would be
reprisals. We all knew that things would change. Quite how much I am not sure we really envisaged how we
would all be affected. Airport security changed dramatically and remains so, as well as the war on terror. People’s
lives would never be quite so ordinary again.
It’s not a good feeling when your comfort zone has been altered; or you are faced with new situations, especially
those brought on by fear. Change can scare people; it brings them out of their comfortable existence and
challenges them to embrace new ways.
Being followers of Christ is challenging. Christ challenges us. He asks us to forgive and also to not judge. How
hard is that when faced with difficult situations.
We want to make the terrorist pay; we don’t automatically think forgiveness. We want them to be judged and
sentence passed in the way we think it should be.
We can think the same way with church changes, we want church to be our way, how we want it to be. How we
are comfortable with it. We don’t want the challenges facing us in the church to make us uncomfortable.
Think how the disciples must have felt when Jesus told them he would be leaving them. They would be worried
and scared. They would see their world collapsing. Jesus had become their hope. How could they possibly carry
on without his leadership. They couldn’t see how the future would look.
All of us need something we can hang onto, some glimmer of hope that things will get better. We are energised by
hope.
As the organisations within the church start back after the summer let us be energised to work together, sharing
our skills and resources with all the churches in the Covenanted Partnership to build Christ’s Church in Glenrothes.
Hope is very much alive in our churches.
God Bless
Margaret, Interim Moderator

Out of the mouth of babes ……..
A father was at the beach with his children when his 4-year old son ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the
shore, where a seagull lay dead in the sand.
“Daddy, what happened to him?” the son asked.
“He died and went to heaven,” the dad replied.
The boy thought for a moment and then said, “Did God throw him back down?”

Covenanted Partnership
The Church's Way Forward.
In late June Elders from the 6 local Glenrothes area churches met informally. This was to meet
each other and discuss what was happening in the Church of Scotland, in the new Fife Presbytery
and in our new Glenrothes parish, currently known as the Covenanted Partnership.
Here are some of the points from the summary of that meeting. It would be good for everyone
to comment on this proposed way ahead - either at a meeting or by an article in this Christ's
Kirk newsletter.
------------------------------------------How do we unite as one church? How do w e meet the needs of each
different congregation? Do we need all our buildings? Why are some people
not placing “mission” as the priority - or as a priority?
Communication is important - e.g. a newsletter for every household in
the new parish; share intimations and activities such as: social outings,
special groups, support groups, meals, musical gatherings etc. There should
be online worship and communication as well as people gatherings.
Resources. Combine and share church resources e.g. secretarial,
fabric and specially qualified workers. Ministers too!

This will reduce

overhead costs and administration as well doing away with replication.
Buildings too. Put energy into important work of the church and less into
bureaucratic “necessities”. Have one traditional worship service on a Sunday
and different types of church services at different times and different places.
Do things differently and take away barriers. Think out of the box. Worship
and praise and mission for all ages. Meet outside the church - outdoors,
park, cafe, schools, community centres. Sell off buildings and rent.
Vision. W e must not look back -

we must look forward. The church of

now and today must reach out with its message. The union of all the

churches, with its one mission, would use modern music, art, drama, dancing,
etc to express our joy in faith.

Ron

Guild
The Guild ended the 2021/2022 year with a celebration of
the Queen’s Jubilee with an afternoon tea. This was a
great success and everyone said they enjoyed it.
Evlyn welcomed everyone and gave a big thank you to all who worked
so hard to make this event happen, with a special thank you to
Michelle who baked and
decorated a beautiful cake.

Three projects are proposed for the next session and they are
HOME FOR GOOD/ UNIDA HEAR OUR VOICES/ STAR CHILD.
Can I remind everyone that the Guild meetings will be held every second Monday afternoon and the first meeting
will be on Monday 10th October and this will be an open meeting so all are welcome to come along. The speaker
will be our Interim Moderator, Rev Margaret Mateos.
Oct. 10th

Opening meeting - Rev Margaret Mateos

Oct.

24th

Anne Crombie – Reminiscences on Floral Art

Nov.

7th

Rev Sam McNaught

Nov. 21st

Sheila and Val - Africa

Dec.

Christmas meal

5th

Madeline Berry

Pastoral Care
Although during the pandemic the Pastoral Care team worked within the restrictions which beset us all,
members are looking forward to the lessening of restrictions. As you know a revised Pastoral Care
booklet has been produced letting our Kirk folk know members of the team, the help on offer and how to
get it. The team relies on folk telling them of people needing help and the team can give appropriate
help such as sending Kirk flowers, paying a visit or sending a card. Members of the team are totally into
the principle of Christian caring, the essence of a Christian life and are grateful for the support,
experience and encouragement given to the team by the Rev McCulloch and Rev McNaught.
Evlyn

GROW
During lockdown we have not been able to enter schools and as we have not yet been successful
in recruiting a replacement worker for Oskar this has caused a temporary halt to our outreach
activities. We are hopeful that we will be able to recruit a new worker in the near future.

Our AGM will be held on Thursday 15th September in St Ninian’s Church at 6.30pm.
Supporters and friends are welcome to attend.
A promotional video to strengthen the vision and presence of GROW in the Glenrothes area is to be
launched and we hope to show this in each of the Glenrothes area churches in the next few months.
We wish to express our thanks to those who have continued to support GROW both financially and
prayerfully.
Wilma

Locum’s update
If you listen to the News on BBC these days, you will have a very negative view of what the future holds for most
of us. What with a nine-year old girl murdered in Liverpool and others shot, energy prices and inflation set to go
through the roof, a winter of discontent ahead with several trade unions calling for strike action and prices of
everything rising – you could be forgiven for wondering if God is there and why is there so much suffering.
In Afghanistan, Ukraine, Syria, and other foreign parts the news is just as depressing. We heard recently about the
Rohinga Muslims a year on, after being forcibly and brutally expelled from Myanmar by the military Junta, they are
still living in refugee camps with no signs of relief.
What’s going on? What are we to do with our world in such a mess. I don’t have all the answers. In fact listening
to the BBC last Friday, I felt close to despair. Despite knowing that the media rarely report good news.
Having had time to reflect, I decided that despite everything, the faith I have in God’s goodness and the hope I find
in Jesus Christ will see me through the hardest of times. I sincerely hope that I will not be tested, but it seems
most likely that I will, in the toughest of ways. However, there have been low points in the past, and by staying
strong in faith, my God has helped me through. I’m sure many in our church have had similar experiences and are
coping with life’s difficulties with the help of their faith.
I feel for those who are suffering, those who are anxious about the future and I believe God is suffering with them.
I will pray for all those who have no faith and can see no hope.
I will always remember our time of anxiety in Bahrain when the first Gulf war started. Words from Psalm 46
comforted me.
‘God is our refuge and our strength, an ever present help in trouble
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

……….……...”Be still and know that I am God,
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”…………..

The Lord almighty is with us:
The God of Jacob is our fortress.
God bless,

Willie.

Out of the mouth of babes ……..
A Sunday school teacher was questioning her group, “If I sell everything I have and give the money to the poor, will that get me
into heaven?”
“No,” said her group.
“What if I’m kind to animals and my neighbours?”
“No,” said her group.
“And if I clean the church and help local charities, will that get me to heaven?”
“No,” said an earnest little girl, “you have to be DEAD!”

The Worry Tree
I hired a plumber to help me restore an old farmhouse, and after he had just finished a rough first day on the job:
a flat tyre made him lose an hour of work, his electric drill quit and his ancient one ton truck refused to start.
While I drove him home, he sat in stony silence. On arriving, he invited me in to meet his family.
As we walked toward the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree, touching the tips of the branches with
both hands. When opening the door he underwent an amazing transformation. His face was wreathed in smiles
and he hugged his two small children and gave his wife a kiss.
Afterward he walked me to the car. We passed the tree and my curiosity got the better of me. I asked him about
what I had seen him do earlier. ‘Oh, that's my trouble tree,' he replied 'I know I can't help having troubles on the
job, but one thing's for sure, those troubles don't belong in the house with my wife and the children. So I just
hang them up on the tree every night when I come home and ask God to take care of them.
Then in the morning I pick them up again.' 'Funny thing is,' he smiled,' when I come out in the morning to pick
'em up, there aren't nearly as many as I remember hanging up the night before.
Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here we might as well dance. We all need a Tree!
P. S. A prayer will do the same job as a tree.

Finance article August 2022
I have attached a copy of the breakdown of Income and Expenditure for the first 7 months of the year to
end July 2022, which shows that we have a deficit during the period of £3,228.77
If we did not have the Ministries and Mission error to be repaid we would have had a surplus over the
same period of £2771.23. July shows a drop in income in both the open plate and free will offering
envelopes which will hopefully show a corresponding increase when we resume back to our normal
services in August.
We are coming into the autumn/winter months when we can expect our heat and light to be used more
and with increases in product costs due to come into force I fully expect the next few months to be
challenging financially. Everyone will be facing the same rising costs and money will be tight but
perhaps we could all save on our own heating bills for a wee while and come and have a coffee and cake
at Time for a Cuppa or the coffee morning where a warm welcome is always extended to everyone.
I for one think that we have done remarkably well considering everything that we have been through in
the last couple of years and don’t want to come across as all doom and gloom. Obviously we do need to
pay our bills, which we are doing whilst also making substantial reductions into the error, and for that
alone I think we should all be very proud.
Opening Balance General Account
Income
Expenditure
Balance of General Account 31/7/22
Cafe Account balance 31/7/22
Future Fund/Fabric 31/7/22
Total Balance of all accounts 31/7/22
Wishing you all God’s blessings
Rose

£20,814.19
£26,336.77
£47,150.96
£29,565.54
£17,585.42
£ 8,000.00
£ 1,258.76
£26,844.18

Dates for your diary
Time for a Cuppa

every Monday from 10am (closed 12th September)

Coffee morning

Saturday 10th September from 10am
Saturday 8th October from 10am
Saturday 12th November from 10am

Harvest Lunch

Sunday 25th September

Guild

Monday October 10th at 2pm
Monday October 24th at 2pm

Monday November 7th at 2pm
Monday November 21st at 2pm
Communion

Sunday 27th November 2022 at 10.30am

Church Family news
Harry Mitchell

died 1st August 2022

Newsletter by email
If you know of anyone who would like to receive future publications of the church newsletter electronically, please ask
them to send an email with their name (their email address will be at the head of their email) along with a short
notification to the newsletter editor at christskirkglenrothes@yahoo.com and we will send it to them.
Printed copies will be available for collection in the vestibule in the church.

Harvest Thanksgiving
This will take place on Sunday 25th September. All donations of food will go to Glenrothes Foodbank. In
addition there will be a Harvest lunch after the service. Tickets are priced at £ 5.00
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